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in tactical science, for the infantry, dressed much the same
as before, now have large rectangular shields, linked together
with long pikes projecting from behind them, in the manner
of the phalanx. The king is wearing a helmet modelled to
resemble a wig, like the magnificent gold ceremonial wig,
belonging to an individual called Mes-kalam-dug, which was
found at Ur and is now in the Iraq Museum.8

Eannatum was one of a line of Sumerian patesis* or gover-
nors who ruled in Lagash during the last years before the
Akkadian conquest, and concerning whom a good deal is
known from inscriptions found by a French expedition at
Telloh, the modern name of Lagash. The first of the line,
Ur-nina, was evidently a man of peace, for there are records
of his building temples and digging irrigation canals. On
several carved reliefs he is depicted, like the effigy of a Tudor
nobleman on his tomb, with a long line of attendant children.
One of these was Eannatum, whose military triumph is com-
memorated on the ' Stela of the Vultures'. He took up the
perpetual quarrel between Lagash and the neighbouring state
of Umma on the subject of water-supplies, won a battle and
slew the Umma patesi. The boundary between the two states
was then fixed advantageously to Lagash, and Umma made
to pay tribute. This is perhaps the first authentically recorded
military campaign in the history of the world.

Encouraged by his success, Eannatum then aspired to
further glory. He did in fact succeed in conquering Ur,
Erech, Kish and Opis, and must for a time have become king
of Sumer and Akkad; in one inscription hee even claims to
have conquered Elam. But his triumph was short-lived, for
soon Umma revolted, and in the struggle which followed he
was killed. His successor, Entemena, feeling that the irriga-
tion dispute should be ended once and for all, dug a new
canal to bring water from the Tigris to Lagash; this is still
in use under the name Shatt-al-Hai.f

The next governor of Lagash about whom much is known
is Urukagina. After throwing off allegiance to Kish, he was

* It is now suggested tliat the word patesi ought to be read isaku. I
The phonetic value of some cuneiform characters is still doubtful.        i

f In order to realize the vital importance of water to Umma, one
need only glance at the city's ruins, which today are situated in the
middle of one of the driest and most desolate wastes of south Iraq. I
endeavoured to visit them by car recently, but was prevented by a
swirling and choking storm of brown dust.